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* R Wa f, the Etlowing 9 is 
| conſcious of its imperfections, which 

the candid, reader may! r be diſpoſed to pardon, 
when he conſiders the many avocations, tg' 
which a public inſtructor of . and a * : 


riſh miniſter muſk, be ſubject. Oe” 
4 It Was onde Med to n an appen⸗ 
dix, containingan account of the conduct % 
the Puritans, Preſpyterlags, and ' Independ- 
ents, from the beginning of Elizabeth reign. 
But this defign, from want of leiſure, muſt be 
 relinguiſhet Whoever” withes to be pra- 
perly informed, , may confult” Madox and 
Grey's 8 Os of 8 in 4 vols. octavo. 
an Tale of a Tub ſuffi 9150 ntly expoſes 
them it xe; uires much W of 
1 thelr "hn to be perfectly anne 


1 les ol difference betphzen the 10. 


2 
Ts 


Se it is neither neceflaty norpoſs 

le to point out. Many of them vary not 
more from e each other, than, in che ſpace of 4 
ſew gars, they have varied from 3 
A 2 | 
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Of this a melancholy inſtance occurred i in 
the town and neighbourhood of Beverley in 
Vorkſhire. The cruel treatment of a mini- 
ſter ſinking under age and infirmity, and the 
admiſhon of illiterate men and mechanics as 
preachers in the meetin g-houſe, created ſo 
neral and ſo juſt a diſlike of the Biene, 6 
that the corporation determined to exclude 
every one of them from their council. 


In reſpect to ſeQries, 1 3 mY Fr 
was, nine years ago, in a deplorable condi- 
tion, with this additional aggravation of the 
misfortune, that enthuſiaſm had gained, pol- 
ſeſſion of one chu ch entirely, and of cheother, 
in the afternoon. . Should the reader a 
what connexion there 1s between the two 


af i 


churches ſo, circumſtanced and other places 


| of worſhip, he will be. pleaſed to recollect, 


that theſe ſeemingly diſcordant ' parties ae 


united by. a..common hoſtility againſt the 


words of” truth. and ſoberneſs delivered by our. 


regular clergy. In the pariſh of Weſt-Brom- 


| plified with: leſs diſguiſe, a late teacher here : 


"© & & $44 


carried his pupils alternately to the church 
and the meeting-houſe, and his memory Was 


celebrated by a funeral ſeraay in _ 
While 


A 
* 
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— 
While the Diſſentars are filing our newſ- 


inhabitants of every diſtrict ſhould give a 
true account of them? It would probably ap- 
pear that they are collectively very much dif- 
liked, or; if ſuch a ſuppoſition be groundleſs, 
* _— _ credit by ADR at 48 
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＋ bechuge of Republicatiph * ples againſt | 
Fs harſh as it may be thought, is well 
founded. He, who ſpeaks with compla- 
cency of Oliver Cromwell, or aſſerts that the 


trappings of royalty are foreign to the purs 
Poſes of. government, and that the proper 
method would be to ſelect from the people a 
: man diſtinguiſhed for, his wiſdom. and inte» 


grity, muſt be ſtigmatiſed as an enemy to the 
Engliſh conſtitution, and muſt be commiſe- 


8 wrance of hut nature. | 
ſoon; taught the different nations 


rated for his "ig 
Experience 001 
of the world, that 


partly: from want of prin- 


ciple, and partly from want of diſcernment, 


ſome ſtated. rule of ſucceſſion was neceſſary. 
which neither force, 5 bras Nr nor W 
Arier 4 . a 1 


paper with praiſes of themſelyoss and invec- 
tives againſt us, might it not be deſirable, as 
R „ HA aA" LE that the principal | 
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vi PREFACE 
Dr. Price's laſt ſermonabounds witk vulga- 
rity, virulence; and malignity. Of his vulgar 
fity, the following inftances will ſuffice p. 6. 
0 blind attachment to u pr, where he en: 
** joys no rights, and is diſpoſed of as if he un 
% beaſt.” p. a. by manifcſting an aher 
0 ne have lately obſerved in theſe 
kingdoms too near approaches to this a6. 
jectneſ. mort like a hem cratoling at 
** the feet of a maſter.” p. 33. he was a foo/as 
** well as a bigot. And, by the way, we may 
obſerve how often in common life effrontery 
and coarſeneſs of manners ate miſtaken for 
honeſty and ſincerity. A hearer/ Inſpection 
undeceives ſome of us, though the general 
deception remain. 2 that great 
analyſer of the batman mind, has .exprefied 
Himſelf on this ſubject, with his uſual vigour 
and Oy Rd LE nes run 


. * 
A Moin 0 ge 


Who having part raiſed Or luntnes, doth affe a 
A fave FOObHNER 7 aha 
Quite from his 1 og ene flatter, he 1 
Anh hone 17 hand e wah 
they wil take it, ſo: bing i pat; he 's plain. 
Thck 2 ef Kugsesl know Nr i 


Harbour more fy! and more catrupter en 


Aan twenty fi cking obſervants 
That ſtretch their duties nicely. bal, Huo⸗ 
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PREFACE . Mi 
- Exprefiions of outward reſpect are juſtl- 
fed by te precepts and the enample of the 
agoſties rHichvſtlvis, they are o conſtant exer- 
cifs of dene vdlehce, they incite uus to make 
exch other happy; they check the fallies of 
_ teſthittrient; they render ws firbjef? ne to An- 
ober: In might not be amiſs; if the Difſen- 
ders, WHITE they are ſo anxious to do juftice to 
William che Third, wool ſpede Wich greater - 
- fevertnce of thoſe general beniefactors of the 
world, the firſt preachers of chriſtianity. The 
appellatien of faints and a remembrance of 
their fortitude and fufferings iniſpite the hu- 
man mind with' wereaſing * and Zeal 
in the caufe of eligro | 


of bis virwlence * malighty hi reflexions 
upon the chürch of England a are à pregnant 
proof. He is willing to impute the general 
neglect of religion to the defecłs and abſur- 
dities of our effablifhed codes of faith and 
worthip, and affirms that the wifeſt and beſt 
of men in our own church Wifft for a reviſal 
of our lit and articles. For an anſwer 
to the objeQions of our a far aries, the reader 
js referred to the Londoti cafes, to the abridge- 
ment of them b Bennet. to White's Letters, 
* | „ade, &c. and if 
1 | A 4 | better 
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better ſhould be wanting, to che Bampton 5 
Lectures of 1786. The increaſe of Deiſm on 


the one hand, and of Methodiſm on the 


other, is owing to cauſes which no denomi- 
nation of Chriſtians can prevent or deſtroy, - 


the luxury of high life, the profligacy of low 


life, the lukewarmneſs of ſome, the love of 


novelty in others. Compariſons between us 
and the church of Rome are ſo familiar that 


they have loſt all their effect. And if Black- 5 


burn, Jebb, Lindſey, Diſney, and certain 
others of the ſame diſpoſition, were, or are 
the wiſe and good men alluded to, their ſupe- 


riority will be diſputed. Their celebrity i is 


principally owing to * oppoſition. OP 


But the Doctor 1 in the friendſhip Fey 


the authority of the late Lord Chatham, who 


charged Dr. Drummond with judging un- 


charitably, in pronouncing the diſſenting mi- 


niſters men of cloſe ambition, and who ſaid, | 
7” we have a Calviniſtic Creed, a Fon, Li- 


, and an Arminian erage,” 


The late Archbiſhop oj York. was u fad 10 


i mankind perfectly well, in the fami- 
liarity, of converſation, many. declared he 
WY them echt the. 6. king, to the cohler, 


Rs PREPATE  _ ir 
Nor are we to be alarmed by the Freatneſs of 
a name, tevered as the noble Earlis ever will 
be by every Briton. Thie three: 'Creeds vat 
many hundred years older than Calvin, the 
Liturgy was never confined to the church of 
Rome; the article of Predeſtination is àn arti- 
cle of peace to comprehend two contending 
parties, and the cer ae ex- 
tremes e 1 Fags i 1 | 


Ax „ Aa * - 


15 
As Lock: North's e reſpeddinig ths 
a: 1a is mentioned. che reader 
will excuſe the repetition of the aneedote 
mentioned in Curſory "Obſervations chiefly 
ſpecting Dr. Prieftley.* When a gentleman of 
the Houſe of Commons remon ſtrated u 
che abſurdity of /ubſeribing to rhe ſen pile, 
only, his: Lordſhip ſaid, that many mem- 
bers of the Houſe wiſſied to be excuſed vot- - 
ing, on account of the obligations they were 
under to the Diſſenters in their elections. 
„It will be taken care of, ſaid he, i in 
*© the Houſe of Lords.“ Therefore neither 
indifference in his Lordſhip, nor conviction 
in others prevented the lower: Houſe from re- 
jecting the petition. Mr. Elwes, member 
for Berkſhire, having no fear of loſing a bo- 
rough election. i to me an honeſtin- ' 


7 A — 


liament ſhould be drawing to a clofe; and 
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dignation againſt the toleration of any fed, 
whofe opinions were not regularly fpecified; 
Nor was this the only year in which the Dif. 
ſenters avdiled themſelves of the profpec of 
an election. For the amhor of a pamphlet, 


entitled, The vight of Proteflant' Difſenters to 


a Compleat Toleration afferted; informs us; 
That in 1731, the Diffenters bf Liverpod 
** determined to apply to the Legiſlature ſer 

relief. That they might have the greater 


chance of ſucceſs, they propoſed a general 
application of the Diſſenters, when the par- 


„ hoped that, to ſecure their influence at the 

„approaching general election the Miniſter 
might be induced to hazard fomething in 
„ their favour. They cotreſpohde# with 
«« Briſtol, and with the aſſiſtamdie of that city, 

e rouſed their brethren intò actwity. A com- 
s mittee was appointed in London to conduct 
the bufineſs, and at the end of 1732, every 
„thing was concerted and arranged; but the 
© committee deeming it an unfit time to pro- 
*« ceed, the deſign way then laid afide. The 
© Miniſter afterwards contrived to delay the 
application from time to time, till, having 
s fecured the intereſt of the Diſſenters at the 
general election, it was no longer er 
1 0 amuſe them. 


re , im 
+: That clic applicationaftdrwards proved fut - 
coſaſul, I did not know till the laft ytar, and 
muſt take ibis opportunity of eoriecting 4 
miftake in the Baton Lectures, mid in the 


Curſory Obſervations, by which the law of 
ſubſaribing to the Doctrinal Atticles: is ſup- 
poſed to bo fill in force. The Reader s cu- 
rioſity on this purt of but ſubject will be 
. 7 
1 5 


* 


2 1 the Unituians: were OT Ga 3 
| of the doctrine of the Trinity, 


penalties to confins themſelves to the worſhip 
of God the, Father, without reflexions on 
| thoſe who believe in the divinity of the 8on 


and Holy Ghoſt, and what is infinitely; more 


material, without reflexions on the Meſſiah 
himfelf, on the exiſtence, of the Comforter, 
this might be deemed, porſecution by them, 
| but could not well be thuaght a hardſhip by 
others. For the. farther diſcuſſion of this 


point L muſt refer to the. e ee | 


1 1.139, 131, 133, 21 i 1 ary "ET v 505 5 
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2 11 18 the firm. belief of. our = 08 


| 1 can be had, of W 
29 | tne 


1 — were enjoined, upon certain paing and 


- | 
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| 
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the laity, that while their meeting houſeb Are 


open; they are weakening, and almoſt demo- 
liſhing the whole fabric of chriſtianity. The 
connexion between its doctrines and its mo- 
rality has frequently been pointed out and 
whatever either immediately, or by remote 
conſequence, leſſens the obligations of virtue, 
ought to be rejected aß hoſtile to the n 
as well as future happineſs of mankind. 5 
The Doctor s reflexions on the 3 of 
repreſentation, the ; newſpaper tax, and on the 
poſt- tax, are additional proofs of a mind diſ- 
poſed to ſpread jealouſy and diſcontent through ; 


the kingdom. His application of Simeon's 


grateful acknowledgment for the coming of 
Chriſt to any temporal advantage, enlarged 
as it may appear to his Won e eye, is 
lle ſhort of my cps (i LIES 
'To epos the ablurdities * the ee 
aſſembly in France would require A vo- 
lume. With the diſpute no members of an- 
other kingdom ought to intermeddle. If we 
are concerned in it, we muſt be concerned as 
a nation. And when the noble Earl, Whoſe 
name cloſes the appendix, again vouchſafes to 
become the chairman of thoſe pretetided fons 
of freedom, let him previouſly, if he can be 
1? Per- 


IL 


neon © iu 


perthiresd; ley don his oronet at ee of 


this Sovereign, for theit tit fpat by is det con. 
fined to Hen: 2197 N. N Mon 80 


indy engt Nd 3 21 gl 4 34902 45 


2 To teflite Every part of Dr. Price's Sermon 
would be a Wafte ae and à treſpaſ upon 
the rendef V patienee! He Has neither We 
plained the principle,” nr properly Rated the 
limitations, of the foue of "bur country.” *Gitero 
has given better information by calling it our 
common parent, chan all the Doctor 1doſe 
andidefultory deſctipr fon] Ad from that dit. 
dain _ unfair advantage; Which the'Rbniin 

ſs frequently incultates in hi s offices,'l 
am an iſo to think, that Had he de M 
our days; He would not hive endeavo red 70 
accomplith any purpoſe by Kere! cunning o 
eee, e 19963. 0 Tore _ 
y N. N18 81222 2 «4 A 2 183 F „l 
The Editor of the dankten quoted; 
and particalliely recommended by/ Earl. Stan 
hope, has taken great pains, and hab den 
ſcended to all the meanneſs of a trifling 
a cavillingdiſputant. : He felt a mali 
pleaſure in expoſing defects, which have been 
removed, and ſuch as ate perhaps inſeparable: 
from all human Jays, - _ The richt of in 
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at elections and, af ſitting, in 
unfortunately (as we think) cannot be taken 
away from the Diſſenters. Their groſs abufe 
of theſe privileges is the beſt argument that 
can be brought againſt A acts of 
accommodation. And if the Teſt Ac docs 
not fully anſwer the purpoſe, we muſt re- 
ere the evils of e Aen. 
ſion 2 ne, i diabe. it tt 
155 Ii {ag N27 197 
| That 85 William, Meredich, as * 
date for Liverpool, ſhould write a gemplai- 
ſant letter to fecyre the e f the Diſ. 
ſcnters, is nothing wonderful. Bus the name 
of that man can add no weight t any cauſe, 
or any.opinion, In his politigghe'was a per- 
fect Proteus. Mr. Fox himſelf is reported-to 
have felt greater affection for the church in 
the year 1772 than he feels at preſent, and 
Ms; Morris of Swanſea, by a letter lately pub- 
liſhed, ſhewys the ſame ungovemable impetus- 
fty oftemper, which diſtinguiſhed hich above 
his cotemporaries im the Univerſity: of Ox- 
ford. They, who wiſh to know more of him © 
mayenquire in Doctor's Commotis. That the 
reſpeſtabla name of Mr. Windham, which 
6 to any cauſe, ud 1 


> 


P REFADE 


in favour vf the Piſſenters, mag be: N Ha 
| | er wanne 
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Mite 


5 FREY 3 8 Milan! a — 
; faſcinating names. They have confesred in- 
numerahle benefits upon mankind. and they 
have conferred ſome which they did ast fore 
ſee nor intend. By viſionary, impracticable, 

nugatory, or abſurd plans of educatian and 
goverment, they have jllaſtrated the pro- 

priety of ſuck as are Ro ge and; have 


taught us to guard with jncellant ce inſt 
the fatal effects of ** and * 


efron n 1 * 
e chas the Beitiſh \legifla«: 
ture will not be influenced by names, Hur ur- 
guments, and Nt Os app A is made to 
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Whatever WP TERS in = chant ar ſtate 
is neceflary, we know, from fatal experience, 
that Diſſenters are little qualified to becom 
reformers. While the metropolis in the year 
1780, was diſgraced by a lawleſs multitude, - 
under the conduct of an enthuſiaſtic Pretby- 
terian, certain mock patriots at a diſtance 
read the ſhocking account with very little 


1 emotion, 


, ; . 
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KAP % “h » ³Ü i ro 


——— —ͤ— m a. — —— 
* 
, . 
* 


. 
—— 


F — * ET EIS 


— 
bs. cn og, 54 


xyi . 'PREFACE. 

emotion, thought alt the Judges conſpiringito 
enſlave the kingdom, / except Mr. Juſtice: 
Gould, and felicitated the public on the de- 
ſtruction of Lord Mansfield's papers. And 
let thoſe, who impute ſo much merit to the 
innovators either at home or abroad, remem- 
ber WinwePindarthats hdd s in "the gan 8 705 
ee N. e i eee wil 


, * 3 * « * 
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It is the more NY a e even For the: 
more weak to ſhake the ſtate, but to fix it 
in its place again is difficult all at weden 

unleſs "God quis the rulers.” eh If 
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* I have tranſlated the words as literall r ible, 
I put: very eaſy eg gt . 
ged with exaggeration 
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FROM THESE; EE SHALL BE A VESSBE 
vn HONOUR, SANCTIFIED AND.MEET 
| FOR THE MASTERS USE, AND PREPARED 
| UNTO EVERY 600 WORE, 550 


| 3 i 
| "HERE never was an ages im which the 
1 rights of mankind have created more 
general diſputation, than the preſent, and 
it is natural to expect, that they will gain 
the greateſt attention. whoſe: plans of refor- 
mation promiſe the higheſt degree of liberty, 
and appear to be dictated by the moſt un- 
- bounded humanity. It becomes us, how: 
ever, not to be ſeduced by plauſible names 


and by ſpecious appearances. Humanity in 
exceſs is the greateſt cruelty. In education, 


it ſtrikes at the root of wholeſome. 


and promiſes the. rewards. of induſtry: and 


at —— 1 > foe . 
we forchole which, the lay þa 


1 ———— s ene 9m " 
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againſt notorious offenders, it would multiply 
offences. In pleading-the cauſe of the people, 
it brings many from łheir regular occupations 
to a wanton cenſure of their ſuperiors, to 
abſurd jealouſies and groundleſs ſuſpicions, 


to enquiries which call for the collected wiſ- 


dom, integrity, and exertions df the beſt of 
men. Even the abolition, of ſlavery, which 
has found ſo many advocates: of every: de- 
ſeription, ſeems to require ſvtme enution and 
cireumſpection, and ſcripture” las been in 
vain diſtorted to decide the controverſy, ſince 
it only contains: general precepts of meycy 
and love. He, :whdje Hingulom is not of Abit 
worſd, und who neuer uſunped the authority 
of a (civil magiſtrate, neither 1 
-difputed temporaltrighis ancprivileges. 
Soberminded 
with amwearied firmneſs and unremitted in- 
-duſtry againſt the extremes:of affected cai- 


Aour on the one hand, and \unneceſlary, ſeve- 


ſrity:orfthe tSther; The difficulty of - this is 
univerſally acknowledged, wet :raſhnefſs and 
duuptutlenee proceetlion their νith dna 
inaty; ſecurity; avifihe were the ſafeſt, who 
- cariti6t, for who wiltrwotitookVeforehinm, : 
I istend to apply (the worde of the tet to 
Dee teſt, n xaltulaced co 


cleanſe, 


Z tary* offices, than is generally imagined. 
Permit me for a moment to fraſon with the 


1 91 


2 cleanſe all thoſe, from whom it is requited, 
to make then} veſſels unto bonour, ſariffified und 


meet for the maſter's uſe, and prepared fot very 
guad work. And in the following diſcourſe 
I ſhall endeavour to prove that receiving the 
holy communion; more eſpecially in the 
church of England, has à tendency to make 
men better chriſtians and better eitizeiis, and 
the obligation to be ſo increaſes as they be- 
come more rich and more powerful. Se- 
condly, that the Diſſenters, whom the Jaw 
excludes, or intends ito; exclude from offices, 


have neither in the pieſent, nor in former 


times, deſerved the indulgence they claim 
with ſo much confidence, + 11s 1 
To clear the way, it is requiſite dacht) 


chat the commemoration of Qhriſtꝭs ſufſer- 


ings is ore connected with civil and mili- 


Socinians, who have degraded this inſtitu- 
tion of our bleſſed Savidur to the loweſt de- 


gree of importance, by denying the doctrine 


of atonement, by pronouncing Chriſt a mere 


man; and a mere martyr to the truth: Let mie 
ſuppoſe magiſtrates; -warriors,” and others, 
appointed to offices of truſt or dignity, aſ- 


ſembled im one of their temples to cotmnme- 


morate the awful event according to theit 
B 2 PE uſage. 
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uſage. Might not the miniſter addrefs 
them with en to che following 8 
port N 

36 Youn are ; here met to N ks ex- 
ä % ample, and to remember the death of the 
moſt pious perſon the world ever knew. 
My duty is to point out in general terins the 
effect it ought have upon your futurè con- 
duct. Acceſſions of wealth, power, and 
* influence, intoxicate the minds of many, 
but the humble ſtate in which Jeſus lived; 
* may remind you, that you ſhould not be 
*<© captivated by the ſplendour of any thing 
-** which is great, and that a chriſtian's exal- 
tation muſt proceed from condeſcenſion 
and love. Remember that he neither in- 
*< volved himſelf in unneceſſary danger, nor 
„ fſhewed a want of fortitude, patience, and 


5 reſignation, when the evil hour was una - 


*©'yoidable. Thong be neither brate the 
** bruiſed reed, nor guencbed the ſmoaking flax, 
_ ** yet he condemned in the ſeveteſt terms de- 
, liberate fin and Phariſaical hypocriſy. He 
felt compaſſion for thoſe who deſerved it, 
and for thoſe who deſerved it not. Remem- 

0 ber that every truſt with which you are ho- 
** noured, enlarges your power of doing good, 

* and that like him you muſt embrace and 
af ' ſeek for every ne Was — | 
| nels 


* 


0 8 
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« neſs the duty he recommended by his laſt 


* prayer? It muſt be practiſed in a, particular 


* manner by thoſe who are to adminiſter juſ- 
< tice, to temper. juſtice with mercy; - who 
<< are to execute the invidious parts of theit 
&« office with meekneſs, who are to feel no 
** partiality, who are to have no reſpect of 


* perſons. You, who may be called upon to 


* ſacrifice your lives in defence of your coun- 
„ try, have no an opportunity of adding 
** to your perſonal courage, by looking for- 
«© ward through the gates of death 0 liſe and 
i martality brought to ligbt by. the geſpel. As 


long as nation will riſe againſt nation, your 


© profeſſion is eſſential to the preſervation of 


A the ſtate... With the juſtice and injuſtice of 


© the war, in which you may be engaged, 
** you are not at all concerned. But you may 


0 be frequently required to ſhew humanity to 
«© your fellow-ſoldiers, and, when ſelf-defence 


does not forbid, to aſſiſt in healing the very 


** waunds you have given, in alleviating the 
** miſcrjes. you have created. Beware leſt the 
** familiarity of havock and devaſtation ren- 
der you callous to the finer feelings of our 
nature, and do not forget the ſevere re- 
i prehenſion which the vindictive: diſciples 
received when they wiſhed to call down 
i * fire from heaven upon the Samaritans, Te 
f 33 | * know 
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** know not what ſpirit ye ara the Son; ef man 

is not come to deflray men's liver, but to ſave 

„ them. Though the ſuppreſſion of immo- 

*: rality and profaneneſs be principally re- 
* quired of the civil magiſtrate, yet all of you 
+ are bound within your ſeveral beser c of 
influence to join in the ſalutary work of re- 
* formation. - The power of example is pro- 
*** yerbially great, and Jeſur Chriſ hath given 
© us an example that we ſhould falle his fteps. 
10 You may have heard of an abſurd⸗ diſtinc- 
** tion between public and private character, 

you may have heard that the ſame individual 
* has been almoſt idoliſed in the former; and 
< ſeverely condemned in the latter. To ſo 
% 3 a diſtinction the holy Jeſus gave 

no ſanction. He was uniformly good, 77 
66 was his meat and drink to do the well of hint 
bas ſent bim. He partook occaſionally of 
**. the good things of this life, he contributed 
to the cheerfulneſs of a marriage entertain- 

ment, to ſhew that piety ſhould not make 
mon ſullen and-moroſe, but he alſo retired 
1 from the hurry of the world, he faſled and 


. a this truth be moſt affurd, that 64: 

. Who, in his private commerce with mankind, 

v 1s mean, diſhoneſt, intereſted, falle,  - 
an ne er be true to thee, not can he love 

15 His Prince, who feels not for his country's good. 


"I" Wn: Order of the * p. 118- 
$.- ** prayed 
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* prayed to ſhew how we muſh alb be armed 

« againſt temptation. - In no inſtance” loſe 

*« ſight of your duty: * 0. part of life, 28 4 
« wide heathen has obſerved, is without-ah ap- 
«© propriated\ duty. The ſenſualiſt has often 
<< made loud: claims to patriotiſin, but he is no 
friend to his country, who is not a friend 
to himſelf, and little will he conſult pub- 
lic ſafety,” who is haſtening to private 
ruin. Conſiſtency. of character and con- 
* duct is the great ornament of every 
*« ſtation, and what Chriſt ſaid to his diſ- 
* **.ciples, is applicable in different degrees 

© to you all, A cio tha: s Jet upon a hill 
**-cannot be hid. 

Much more might hs been added; but 
every one's judgment will fupply what is 
wanting. And. with what additional propriety 
is the participation of the Lord's ſupper re- 
quired, when. it is confidered as the remem- 
brance of a ſacrifice offered onee for alt by him 
who was God from all eternity. And if the 
performance of every duty we owe to God; our 
neighbour, and ourſelves, have no connex ion | 
with the Di. ſupper, why were the com- 


»Nulla enim vitæ pars neque blicis, neque privatis, 
neque forenſibus, neque domeſticis' in rebug,: neque fi 


tecum agas quid, neque f1-cum altero contralize, vagare 
* von Cic. de Of. 
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mandments and the prayer for the church mi- 
litant inſerted jn the communion ſervice? 
* A diſſenting divine has erroneoufly aſſerted, 
that the notion of a feaſt after the ſacrifice 
implied in the words; Thrs rs my body, This is 
my blood, is given up by the majority; 
whereas, in reality, it daily gains ground. We 
ſee with ſatis faction, how effectually it re- 
futes the doctrine of tranſubſtantjation, how 
well it ſupports that of atonement and vica- 
rious puniſhment, which affards ſo muck 
comfort to the humble Chriſtian, and ſa well 
accounts for the inſtitution of ſacrifices from 
the beginning of the world. x4 + 

But we ſhall be told that the 11 
without reference to ſpiritual advantage, had 
it only in contemplation to exclude Non- 
conformiſts or Recuſants from civil offices, 
and that it was principally aimed againſt the 
diſciples of the church of Rome. In this the 
Difſenters beg many queſtions. - A law may 
be ſupported by many good reaſons, which 
did not enter into the mind of the lawgiver, 
or, if they did, he might find it unneceſſary 
to expreſs. Some may be urged in ſucceed» 
ing times, which either did not exiſt at all, 
p Dr. Kippis in the fourth volume of the Biographia 

N. * | | . | E 

| of 


Tek 

or did not [exiſt to ſo great a degree.' To 
have enlarged upon the ſpiritual advantages 
in the acts, would have been obviouſſy untie- 
ceſſary. The ſervice appointed by the church, 


the previous ſelf- examination ſhe requires, | 


the public and private inſtructions of her mi- 
niſters, for the benefit -of--weak and tender 
conſciences, for the avoiding of all ſcruples 
and doubt fulneſs, were caleulated to ſupply | 
every deficiency, - 
_ Ofas little avail is it to Ga? 2 che hi 
was levelled againſt the Romaniſts. If Diſ- 
ſenters did ſometimes: conform for the fake 
of honour or emolument, we can have no 
favourable impreſſion of his honour or inte- 
grity, who could enter upon an office by do- 
ing what he believed to be wrong. To ex- 

poſe the conduct of the Puritans and Preſ- 
e immediately after the reformation, 
would carry us beyond the limits of a dif- 
courle. At the very time when the acts were 
paſſed, they were in no repute or credit with | 
government. The king, who during the 
uſurpation, ſpent part of his time amongſt 
them, moſt heartily dsſpiſed them. The 
| gloomineſs, the moroſeneſs, the af 


of many, both in England. and 


1 5 U 


led“ him and hiv ecurtiers inte the contrary 
extteme. Some of 'the prayers and ſermons 
delivered in thoſe days (and hefe WHCzh de- 
ſcend to future ages are net the worſt) itt 
every rational mind ih diſguſt ane hetor. 
The notion of infpitation gave a fanction to- 
effuſions, offenſive | both to God and man. 
In che conference at the Savoy, the fare 
ſtubhornneſs, which had marked the conduct 
of theſe ſectaries, ſtill attended, the fame 
levelling principles ſtill prevailed, and every 
ray of hope was fhrut out. The two parties 
went away with additional animoſity againſt 
each other. That popery and all its real or 
pretended conſpiracies created the greateſt 
alarm, muſt not be denied, but the act in 
queſtion was framed to guard againſt the 
ſmaller as well as the more formidable dan- 
ger. By another law, no one was to under- 
take the office of a public inſtructor of youth 
without a declaration of conformity. Much 
has been ſaid of the merit of the Preſbyte- 
rians in the revolution, and in the eftabliſh- 
ment of the houſe ol Hanover. That they 


En... He is well known to bse diene (and lee faid 


N thing, thou he. dom did a wiſe that 
e 1 ed. 2 65 Religion of x Gans 
n 


wiſhed 


11 
Abe king educated in their own way, 


was neither wonderful nor quite ſo merit 
rious as in the members of the church of 
found ſubſtantial reaſons to be diſguſted with 
them. Their attachment to the houſe of 
Hanover ought to give them no-appropriate 
credit with mankind. - Some of their brethren; 
in Scotland, with-fome: of ours in England, 
followed a different ſtandard. And that, it 
ſhould ſeem, muſt be a reproach to us, which 
is none to them. But on whatever head they 
have wiſhed to place the crown, they: have 
inſidiouſſy endeavoured to rob n of the 
jewels; under pretence of being the friends 
of the people, they have attempted to take 
away the prerogatives of the crown. A diſ—-— 
courſe lately publiſhed by one of their di- 

* preſents a ſpecimen of a petulant + 


2 45 ' The og had Tuffered ſa much in bisreputation, 


6+ by his complaiſance to the terians of 'Scot- 
* land, and was ſo diſpleaſed with the conduct of that 
1 ſtubborn ſe& of re that he thought pr 2 


admit ſome prelati into the „ 
lett's a vol. i 


has annexed no 


„ 

addreſs to hiis Majeſty, and the warmth or 
impetuoſity of youth cannot be pleaded in 
defence. Of the conduct of the king there 
will be various opinions, but no man, who 
underſtands the conſtitution, who recollects 

the maxim of law, that he can do no wrong, 
would adminiſter to him in perſon reproof or 
admonition. Whatever abuſes prevail, there 
are other perſons, who are reſponſible, and 
who, as fellow-ſubjects, have not the ſame 

claim to unbounded deference and reſpec. 

Even petitions and remonſtrances ſhould be. 
ſo framed, as to preſerve the dignity of the 
king, while they explain the grievances of the 


© thoſe effuſions of adulation which you are now re- 
** ceiving, and guard you againſt their effects. May 
<« you be led to ſuch a juſt ſenſe of the nature of your 
% fituation, and endowed with ſuch wiſdom, as ſhall 
% render your reſtoration to the government of theſe 
« kingdoms a bleſſing to it, and engage you to confider 
«« yourſelf as more properly the Servant than the So- 
«© vereign of your people.” 22 
Notwithſtanding this licentious language, the 
crown of England is hereditary, and when neceſſity 
compelled theſe kingdoms Walk the ſucceſſion, the 
original idea was ſtill kept in view, and William the 
Third was invited by the and Commons, not by 
the body of the le. The Doctor, therefore, either 
igniication to his words, or a falſe one. 


The King of En , as to appointment, differs nothing 


from the kings of many other countries, and the Revo- 
tation has eſtabliſhed no principle reſpecting that, 
which was not admitted before. 


ſub . 
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ſubject. From hence by the way, may be 
readily conjectured, what would have been 
the effect of devoting: a particular day to 
commemorate the revolution! The zealots 
of republicaniſm would take an annual occa- 
ſion to irritate the minds of their fellow - ſub- 
jects to applaud the conduct of the"ſeditivus 

een and the contentious at home. 
If the Diſſenters have Joſt ſome of this Pu- 
ritanical ſeverity which marked their cha- 
acter in the laſt, and in the beginning of this 
oentury, they have ſupplied its place with 
what is called laxation bigotry. This bigo- 
try, by annexing no guilt to religious opinions, 
however abſurd, has given a ſanction to ſuch. 
an inundation of licentious comment on the 
word of God, that it is a ſhame to recite what 
is daily delivered in public. 9 . * 


* Hume has ſo tappily y expreſſed the ideas meant to 
be conveyed i in this tentence, that I ſhall beg leave. to 


quote his words. Vol. v. - 149, 150. ofavo Edition. 


e which ſhock off the 
« yoke of papal authority, no one proceeded with fo 


% much 27,36 and moderation as the church of Enj 
land: an advan which had bern derived 
from the interpoſition of the civil magiſtrate th this 


innovation y from the gradual and low ſte 
„ by which the reformation 2 in — 


kingdom. e and animoſity againſt the 5 8 | 
2 religion was as little indulged, YT be fi 


*©in fuch a — dhe fabric of the "=" 
5 „ hierarchy 
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our reſormers have thought, that, after they 


had proceeded. with coolueſs and moderation, 
emdeavouring to ſteer between two extremes, 
after they had reduced chriſtianityto its 


primi- 
tive ſimplicity, much leſe could any of us, at 


the diſtanoe of more than two hundred years, 
when fo. much learned induſtty has been 
uſed to explain ſcripture, and to iconyince:or 


.convict gain-ſayers, expect, that rien in the 


humhle occupations of life ſhould be invited 
to form their own creeds, and be left axpoſed 


to all the dreadful conſequenens of ignor- 


ance and raſhneſs.. Is this the caſe in any 
concern beſides that af religion? Does not 
every man act in his n ſphere, and pay 


—_— . neee Mur we ung 


711 get? 21 Tt 31 bet 10 7 NIC 7 
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„was preſerved, ſo far as was thought conliſtent with 
* the new principles: 80 ceremonies, become ve- 
„ nerable from age and precedi 1 N were refained ; 
<« the ſplendor oi ihe Remich wor honghs removed, 
decency: 

4 the Giſtuntie h: habits of the clergy, according 4 
their different xanks, were continued: no innova- 
* tiorrwas admitted merely from̃ f ite and oppoſition to 
* former uſage: and the new religion, by mitigating 
5on, and render- 
* ing it more comp atible with the peace and [ae og 


5 + of e 4 preſerect itſelf in that bap 


men have always ſougbt, aun eh eich the 8 


aki 


, « prope ki Yen fe le to maintain” 


„ 

erer nnchinare ach 
cannot or dug Hot 3% % 49 bÞb 
The — 9 the onder 0 
things, they have ſubjocded the miniſter to 
his hearer, the ſcholur tothe: unlearned. 80 
far Has Mreir ab furd veal- carried them, as is 
make a merft uf giving to the eſtabliſhed = 
eletgy, What the lews!of ths land have uni 
. nexed to the profeſſion „ what 1 is _—_ a dona- 
tion, but a bt "x 
But we are told that in * r a 
Teſt Act is unlenoun. Lat it alſo ibe conſt. 
_ 4Yered that toleration is'ur cn wn in foe, and | 
ſupplied by connivande. But admitting for 
| argument's ſakee, that 'Proveſtarits" in France 
and. Spain are treated with more indiilgence 
han Piſſentere in England. They haue erer. 
ciſed their religion with wäcleſty and "Kurhi. | 
lity,, they havr neither murmured againſt 
church nor fate, they have ſtudietl ro Be in 

and to da belt own Smeg. 11 individuals 
from this country in the ardour of Youth 
ſometimes iniſulted the Romiſh: religion in 
_ iChurches- or proceſſion, they were con- 

demned by [the 'ferious ard conſiderate, and 
Teveral of our. travellers with "that trug lie- 
Tality, which diſtinguiſhes the aRritiſh cha. 
racter, have wiſely diſſuaded others n fol- 
lowing their 6 
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In alluſion to the Athanaſian creed, we are 
told by one of their miniſters “ in a kind of 
ſarcaſm, that having conſigned them to eter- 
nal. puniſhment, we ſhould not exelude them 
from advantages, or as they ſtyle it, puniſh 


them, in this world. In condemning hereſy 


we do not ſit in judgment againſt individual 
nn any mae than i in n fo 


C Dr. Prieſtley, p. p. 7 of his Sermon preached bor 5, 
1789, ſays, 
f they think my opinions will ſubject me to ever- 
* laſting puniſnment in a future ort, ought not lat 


1 to be deemed ſufficient, without. making me ſuffer in 


« this world alſo? And yet thus it is that many of 'us 
* are treated by the legiſlature of this country 
75 has thought proper to declare, that, all who * 

« believe in one of her dofrines relating to the Di- 
«© vine eſſence, ſhall withont doubt periſh er 
« but, not content with this, it is made confiſcation. of 
goods and impriſonment for life to maintain the con- 
ho tray. But what connexion can there be between 
the peace and good order of ſociety; ig WN 
* concerning the Divine eſſence? *', 

« If it be Gid that, the publiſhing, wk opinions 
«will wp the ſalvation of others, as well as that 


„of the perlon who holds them; I aſk, what is that 
** to the civil magiſfrate, whole. buſineſs is with, the 
« things of this life,only: who was not appointed to act 


any part in thing of n irituel, But only in thoſe of 
ebe n how can a merely civil ma- 


giſtrate be fu ed to be a competent judge of thoſe 
< matters: — ch comes to the fame thing, e, how can 


We gs abel ableto de him?" p Fre W 


77 


ingly: 


1 


we pronounce ſeritence againſt ſinners. The 
very contrary is the truth; the future deſtina- 
tion of ſectaries is left to the ſearcher of 


hearts, and it is the duty ofthe civil magiſtrate | 
to diſable them, if he can, from OM _ 


chievous in this world. 


Every man's whole mind receives a tine- 
ture from the manner in which he is educated. 
Even the learned are not exempt from the 
charge: and the animated ſtruggles, which 


were made in Greece and Rome, together 
with the evils which followed the loſs of li- 


berty, have given ſome very wiſe and good 


men a predilection for a republican form of 
government. The ſarcaſms which are daily 


re- echoed from the Diſſenters, againſt human 


authority and human inventions or impoſi- 


tions, have a tendency to unhinge the mind, 


to introduce that general uncertainty, inſta- 


bility and abſurdity of opinion, which pre- 


clude in civil concerns a ſteady enquiry after 


7 


truth, and which would introduce new prin- 


eiples, ſuch as neither we nor our fathers ever 


admitted. The fabric of our conſtitution 


was built on a ſolid foundation : the Diſſen- 


ters wiſh to deſtroy it,'or to make alterations 


which would lead to its deſtruction. 7. hey | 
would be ever daubing it with untempered mor- 


W tar. 
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tar. Juſtice to Ns requires that we 

check their raſh efforts, and that neither in a 

religious nor a political view, if the two muſt 

needs be diſtinct, we conſider them as uſeful 
or innocent. 

It were greatly to be wiſhed that the wiſe : 
and honeſt of our own communion would de- 
clare without rancour, what is to be known of 
them in the ſeveral places where they abound. 
This would be an antidote to the poiſan they 
are continually dealing out, or, to ſpeak. with- 
out a figure, would be a refutation of thoſe 
bold aſſertions and reſolutions, which they 
circulate through the kingdom. It would be 
deſirable to exclude from the Britiſh; ſenate 

all thoſe who are led away by their plauſible 

arguments, and to caution every Britiſh youth 

againſt the religious and civil maxims of Gee 
neva. 

The northern part of this iſland 3 be 
conſidered as an exception. And yet even 
there we find church government, we find 
confeſſions of faith, conſiſtency, and regula- 
"rity. Intolerance is ſomewhat abated, out- 
ward decorum in public worſhip is more con- 
ſulted, and, if the account, which ſome of 
their brethren have given, may be telied upon, 
ſeveral have become proſelytes to the _— | 


repreſented. 
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of England. So ſalutary.is it for them to ſee 


what it really is, and not to believe what it i is 


To ſuch. miſerable ins e 
1000 driven, that they have declared with 
equal confidence and falſehood, that a mini- 
ſter of the church of England may paſs through 
all gradations to the higheſt offices without 
receiving the ſacrament, | Do theſe men 
know, or rather can they forbear to know, 
2 we declare conformity to the whole li- 
gy, that we prorniſe to ule it, to bediligent 


„ 8 of a pamphlet entitled. The Right of 
Proteſtant 23 to a complent Toleration aſſeriad. ſays, 
RE F 

They are proteſted only by the 1 Geo, 


e - 13. whereby cler en are required to 


nl es by takin the oaths ; 


5 n acrament as 


« in the caſe of civil offices. The d e rm of this 
* is curious enough, for no ſecurity is given to the 


church that its own offices ſhall not be held by non- 


* conformiſts, while thoſe, with which the protec has 
no concern, can Ve poſſeſſed by thoſe only who have 
received its Sacrament. A country curate may be a 
© biſhopupon eaſier terms, than a in the army 
can become a ſ{erjeant ; and to be the chancellor or 
*< regiſter of a prelate (who axe frequently laymen) a leſs 
* pe oſt is required than e an exciſe- 
„ man.” Thele laſt offices are ſubordinate and mini- 


| Rerial; the ultimate fecurity is in the biſhop, or —_— : 


ſiaſtical ſuperior by whom they are appo 
Jors, moreover as graduates of one of the — 
have ſubſcribed to articles and liturgy, | 
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